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Teacher Erin Miller works with senior Josie Taylor on a ceramics project in its early stages. 
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Dear Indian Lake Community,

As you may already know, Indian Lake Local Schools 
are extending the school day to make up for instructional 
time lost during inclement weather this very difficult 
winter. The extended days will be enough to fulfill the time 
seniors need to be eligible for graduating on time. We did 
not want to change the traditional graduation weekend 

because we know many parents have 
already made plans surrounding this 
occasion. Furthermore, the extended 
days will allow for additional, quality 
time in the classroom for all students 
who will be required to take another 
round of state tests at the end of 
April and beginning of May. With the 
additional half-hour per day, the last 
day for all students, except seniors, 
will be May 28.  

Our administration, teachers 
and staff feel this extension of the day is the best way to 
demonstrate to our students, parents and the community that 
we truly value time spent in the classroom and the education 
of our students. 

In other school news, Ohio Governor John Kasich 
recently announced his two-year budget proposal including 
a new formula for school funding. Under the proposed 
plan, Indian Lake Local Schools would incur a 13.2-percent 
reduction in state funding over the next two years. Over 
the two-year period we are slated to be slashed by $639,732. 
This is all on top of previous state reductions during the past 
four years totaling more than $1.12 million. In contrast, some 
urban school districts and all charter schools (schools for 
profit) stand to gain funding under the proposal.

It will be summer before the final vote on this budget 
bill takes place, but I wanted to make our community aware 
of this situation and encourage you all to talk with or write 
to our lawmakers. Let them know you are disappointed with 
and opposed to this new funding proposal that diverts our 
tax dollars from local schools to some large urban schools 
and charter schools.

We look forward to seeing many of you at our 
upcoming events. 

–Patrick O’Donnell, Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent’sMessage

Indian Lake Elementary 
is Very Thankful for Volunteers

On any given day, any number of parents, retired teachers 
and members of the community who value education can be 
found working with students at Indian Lake Elementary. Third 
grade teacher Lisa Reese has several volunteers visit her class 
each week. She appreciates this important level of support. 
“They review with the students on reading, remedial activities 
— anything the students are struggling with. This way, I can 
continue with the curriculum in the classroom and know the 
students are getting caught up,” she said.

Working with students who need extra help is not the only 
opportunity for assistance. Co-Principal Molly Hall points out 
volunteers are instrumental in nearly every special event at 
the elementary school. Hall says, “We certainly appreciate and 
applaud all those who give of themselves to help with the annual 
Halloween Parade, COSI on Wheels, holiday classroom parties, 
field trips, Field Day and even lunch duty.”   

ILES has an active Parent-Teacher Organization that offers 
many ways to get involved as well. Dozens of PTO volunteers 
organize and operate the Santa Shop, fall fundraiser, skating 
parties and the Spring Fling. They also help with Family Game 
Night, Grandparents Day and open house events that engage 
students, teachers, families and the community.

If you’d like to volunteer at Indian Lake Elementary, please 
call 686-7323 and let us know how you can help.

ILMS Kicks Off Student of the Month Program
Middle school students now have the chance to be honored 

for their outstanding efforts in all aspects of school. Co-Principal 
Gene Gooding spearheaded the ILMS Student of the Month 
program to recognize hard-working students who set a good 
example for others. Teachers select the winners. Gooding says, 
“The staff wanted a way to honor kids who stand out and go 
above and beyond in academics, attitude and behavior.”

These students receive one free homework pass, a lunch 
line pass to the front of the line for one month, a free pizza from 
Cassano’s and an ice cream treat at an end of the year gathering. 
Special thanks to Cassano’s Pizza of Russells Point for donating 
the pizza prizes. So far, the ILMS Student of the Month Program 
has honored 12 students. They are: 

5th graders Cheyenne Hill, Dylan Carter and Shania Fruchey
6th graders Ashlyn Shaner, Hayden Pummel and Nate 

Cummins
7th graders Ethan Fulkerson, Nathan Reichert and  

Mercades Gerken
8th graders Dakota McKinnon, Lindsay Berg and  

Raina Amstutz 

This guitar on display outside the ILHS auditorium is autographed by 
the 2014 Nashville Hitmakers. IL Board member Steve Spath bought the 
instrument at auction last year and donated it to the school. 

PTO officer and Parent Volunteer Stephanie Hoffman helps third grader 
Lacey Schwieterman complete make-up homework. 

The Nashville Hitmakers 
to Perform at ILHS

The Nashville Hitmakers will hit the stage 
of the Indian Lake High School Auditorium once 
again on July 25. Headliner, Even Stevens, is a 
graduate of ILHS and a country music legend. 
Concert tickets may be purchased by calling 
(614) 562-8074. Proceeds benefit the Indian Lake 
Watershed Project and ILHS Music Department.



New Educational Opportunities at ILHS
There are several new opportunities for expanded education 

at Indian Lake High School.
A ceramics class offered by art teacher, Erin Miller, is a 

solid success in its second semester. Miller received a grant from 
the Logan County Education Foundation to purchase a pottery 
wheel for the course. Students learn to take care of their own 
clay, experiment with textures and practice “throwing” the clay. 
Miller says her young sculptors appreciate the chance to work in 
three dimensions. 

Computer-aided drawing teacher, Ryan Stanford, recently 
added a 3-D printer to his classroom. Stanford saved his 
classroom supply budget for a few years to purchase the printer, 
which gives students a taste of the type of technology being used 
in the real world of design. These machines are often used to 
build prototypes of parts in advance of making molds in many 
industries. 

LHS and Ohio Hi-Point have partnered to provide 
students with a business satellite program. Beginning in Fall 
2015, instructor Lisa Coburn will offer a variety of business 
courses including Business Foundations, Office Management, 
Fundamentals of Business and Administrative Services and 
Business Law and Management Principals. By completing three 
of these classes, plus a course in either Accounting or Marketing 
Principles, students will earn a Business and Administrative 
Services Certificate and College Credit Plus credits. 

ILHS Excellence in Music
In mid-March, high school students presented the musical 

“All Shook Up” featuring the songs of Elvis Presley by Joe 
Dipetrio. Audiences loved the singing, the sets and especially the 
songs of this energetic show starring seniors Dalton Tron, Alayna 
Hanson, Kasandera Knief, Annie Gentis and Brandon Huffman.  

Other recent musical department events and honors include: 
Ohio Music Education Association Honors Band participants, 
Justin Kindle, Jessica Grothaus and Annie Gentis; OMEA District 
Honors Choir participants, Dianna Meek, Sarah Wahl and Michael 
Mallory; Michael Mallory was chosen as one of 150 singers (out 
of more than 600 auditions) to perform at the OMEA All-State 
Choir Concert; OMEA Solo and Ensemble Band participants, April 
Whitcher (Excellent), Jessica Grothaus, Christina Bowen and Justin 
Kindle (Superior); OMEA Solo and Ensemble Piano participants 
Kasandera Knief (Excellent) and Rachel Kimmel (Superior); OMEA 
Solo and Ensemble Vocalists: Emma Powers (Excellent), Rachel 
Kimmel, Aubrey Johnson, Christina Bowen, Michael Mallory, and 
Kasandera Knief (Superior).

Finally, the 96-member Chorale earned a Class A Superior 
rating at the OMEA Large Group Adjudicated District Event 
and qualified to compete at the State OMEA Adjudicated Event 
in late April.
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Athletes Compete at the State Level
Indian Lake enjoyed unprecedented athletic success during 

the 2014-15 Winter Sports season. For the first time ever, the boys 
bowling team earned a spot in the State Bowling Competition in 
Columbus. They finished in 16th place as a team. Individually, 
senior Michael Stevens led the way with a 34th place finish. 
Other members of the state-qualifying team are Christopher 
Roesner, Dalton Peters, Bradley Hoover and Cody Dearwester. 
They are coached by Rod Hoover. 

Swimmer Skyler Tavenner completed a great season by 
competing in two state championship races. Tavenner earned 
seventh place in the state in the 50-meter freestyle and ninth place 
in the state in the 100-meter backstroke. Along his path to state, the 
sophomore also set several new school and meet records. 

Several wrestlers advanced to the district competition this 
year, as well. Calob Nadeau, Sean Warniment, Isaiah Davis, Phil 
Golden and Steven Major all competed in the postseason.

Sisters Sydney Miller and Sammi Miller were selected a 
members of the Central Buckeye Conference Girls Basketball 
First Team. Ivan Reichert and Jalon Tuttle were named to the 
Boys CBC First Team. 

Finally, the competition cheerleading squad took first 
place in the non-tumble, non-mount division at the Arnold 
Schwarzengger Classic competition in Columbus. 

CBC conference honors were awarded to — Wrestling 
Special Mention: Isaiah Davis; Wrestling Sportsmanship: 
Cameron Chamberlain; Cheerleading Special Mention: Delaney 
Woods; Cheerleading Sportsmanship: Hanna Hogue; Swimming 
Sportsmanship: Brooke Zarnosky; Swimming First Team: Skyler 
Tavenner; Swimming Sportsmanship: Andrew Crockett; Girls 
Bowling Special Mention: Mickayla Brown; Girls Bowling 
Sportsmanship: Hannah Schmerge; Boys Bowling Special 
Mention: Bradley Hoover, Dalton Peters, Cody Dearwester and 
Michael Stevens; Boys Bowling Sportsmanship: Cody Dearwester; 
Girls Basketball First Team: Sydney Miller and Sammi Miller; 
Girls Basketball Special Mention: Caylee Wurster; Girls Basketball 
Sportsmanship: Kelson Stidam; Boys Basketball First Team: Ivan 
Reichert and Jalon Tuttle; Boys Basketball Special Mention: Alex 
Jacobs; Boys Basketball Sportsmanship: Beau Hefner

Best of luck to our Spring Athletes as they take to the track 
and field!

Caption

3rd grader Alan Clem completes a project on a computer. 

The ILHS Music Department presented the musical “All Shook Up” in 
March featuring Elvis Presley songs by Joe Dipetrio. 



You’re Invited!
The Board of Education of Indian 

Lake Local School District meets the third 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room. You are invited to attend 
these meetings.

Board of Education
Mark Albright .................................... President
Rick Clark ...................................Vice President
Kim Boswell ......................................... Member
Glenn Honeycutt ................................. Member
Steve Spath ........................................... Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, 

comments and critique. Write to us at 
Editor, Laker Lore, Indian Lake Local 
Schools, 6210 State Route 235 North, 
Lewistown, OH 43333, or call us at  
(937) 686-8601.

Our Phone/Fax Numbers 
Indian Lake Elementary .......... (937) 686-7323
Indian Lake Middle School ..... (937) 686-8833
Indian Lake High School ......... (937) 686-8851
Administration Office .............. (937) 686-8601

Fax ...................................... (937) 686-8421

Our Website Address
www.indianlake.k12.oh.us

Check us out on 

at Indian Lake Schools

and follow us on

at @IL_Lakers .

Indian Lake Local School District
Administration Office
6210 State Route 235 North
Lewistown, OH 43333

All-School Calendar

May 24 ............................ Graduation Day

May 25 ...........Memorial Day (no school)

May 28 .................. Last Day for Students

May 29 .................. Last Day for Teachers
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The first ever ILMS Students of the Month were named in January: 6th grader Ashlyn Shaner, 
5th grader Cheyenne Hill, 8th grader Dakota McKinnon and 7th grader Ethan Fulkerson. 

7th grader Faith Moyer gets comfortable while reading in the hallway during Laker Time.


